
AIG Service and Delivery Options 
 

 

In developing a comprehensive program of services for highly able and gifted students, 

increasing levels of differentiation should be provided to meet student needs. The Service 

Delivery Options for each level, and the criteria for placement, are addressed in the 

following pathways. The school level AIG Team will review the referral for each student 

and use these criteria for selecting those options which best meet a specific student’s needs. 

 

Differentiated Curricula/Instructional Service Delivery 

 
Gaston County Schools’ differentiated curricular service delivery options are designed to 

accommodate varying degrees of need demonstrated by students. Some students will need to 

access only one or two service options to be appropriately challenged, while others will need 

more intense differentiation. Differentiated Education Plans (DEPs) will be written for those 

students demonstrating a need for differentiation beyond regular education. Appropriate 

opportunities for acceleration at each level are available and consistent with school system 

policies. For the in-class flexible grouping, no formal identification will take place. Teachers will 

group students flexibly for instruction using the Gaston County Schools policy for such 

grouping. 

 
K-1 Elementary Criteria/Service Delivery Options: At the kindergarten and first grade level, 
the continuum of services will include:  
 

In-class flexible grouping for reading and mathematics   
Cluster grouping within class or grade level for students needing advanced instruction 
in reading/language arts and/or mathematics   
Content/subject acceleration in reading/language arts and/or mathematics 

Grade acceleration 
 

Early entrance to kindergarten   
AIG resource services for students who demonstrate a need for content/subject or 
grade acceleration 

 
2- 5 Elementary Criteria/Service Delivery Options: For second through fifth grades, the 

continuum of services will include:  
 

In-class flexible grouping for reading and mathematics   
Cluster grouping within class or grade level for reading/language arts and/or mathematics   
Academically and intellectually gifted enrichment services provided by the AIG teacher   
Content acceleration in reading/language arts and/or mathematics   
Grade acceleration 

 
6-8 Middle School Criteria/Service Delivery Options: At the middle school level, the 

continuum of services will include:  
 

In-class flexible grouping 



Advanced language arts classes at each grade level   
Advanced mathematics classes in sixth and seventh grade   
Algebra I in eighth grade   
Content acceleration   
Grade level acceleration 

 

9-12 High School Criteria/Service Delivery Options: At the high school level, the continuum 

of services will include:  
 

Honors courses   
Advanced Placement Preparatory courses   
Advanced Placement courses   
College Gateway courses   
North Carolina Virtual School courses   
Dual Enrollment   
Independent studies   
Mentorships 

 
 
 
 

Glossary for Differentiated 

Curricula/Instructional Delivery Options 
 

In-Class Flexible Grouping (K-8) 

 

Students in each class are assigned to a small group for instruction according to skill level. To be 
effective, grouping should be flexible and match the instructional purpose. It is important that 
each student be provided tasks that are appropriate and challenging. 

 

Cluster Grouping Within the Regular Class (K-5) 

 

A group of four to ten or more AIG students (advanced learners) are assigned to a regular 
heterogeneous class for instructional purposes. The cluster teacher works closely with the AIG 

teacher to design appropriate differentiated curriculum for this group. The cluster teacher is 
expected to participate in extensive training in gifted education that addresses both the academic 

and social/emotional needs of these cluster students. 

 

Cluster Grouping Within a Grade Level (K-5) 

 

Students are assigned to one grade level. The AIG students requiring advanced instruction in 

reading/language arts or mathematics within a grade level are re-assigned to one or more 
teachers for a specific block of instructional time. Placement within this group is flexible, based 

on student performance. Teachers providing advanced instruction should meet on a regular basis 
to review student progress. 



Content (Subject) Acceleration (K-12) 

 

Based on assessment, students are allowed to test out and bypass specific subjects or skill levels. 

They may receive instruction at a higher level with another group of students, but remain with 

their peer group for most of their instructional experiences. This service option works best in 

subjects that have clearly developed sequence of skills (i.e., reading, mathematics). It is 

appropriate at any grade level. Once acceleration opportunities have begun, the availability of 

continued opportunities is essential. 

 

Curriculum Compacting (K-12) 

 

Curriculum compacting is modifying or streamlining the regular curriculum in order to eliminate 

repetition of previously mastered material, accelerate the challenge level of the regular 

curriculum, and provide time for appropriate enrichment and/or acceleration opportunities while 
ensuring mastery of basic skills. Curriculum compacting can be implemented at any grade level. 

 

Advanced English/Language Arts or Mathematics Class (6-8) 

 

Identified students are grouped for instruction in language arts and/or mathematics. This level of 
instruction provides more in-depth content and differentiation, adds breadth and depth to the 

North Carolina Course of Study and avoids repetition of previously mastered content. The 
students are actively engaged in the learning process and are required to use critical, creative and 

problem-solving skills to achieve mastery of the skills taught. 

 

Grade Acceleration (K-12) 

 

Students move ahead one or more years, skipping levels in the normal sequence of promotion. 
This has been used successfully with highly gifted students. Specific guidelines should be 
developed and incorporated into school policy. 

 

Early Entrance (K) 

 

Using the North Carolina criteria for early entrance, students are allowed to enter kindergarten 

before their fifth birthday. It is the responsibility of the parents/guardian to provide 

individualized test data and supporting evidence of readiness. The principal makes the final 
decision regarding early entrance to school. 

 

Academically and Intellectually Gifted Enrichment (Resource Services) (K-5) 

 

For students who demonstrate a need for in-class differentiation, AIG teachers will provide 

consultative services. The AIG teacher will work with the regular classroom teacher to observe 

students, assist in the development of appropriate differentiated services for individual and /or 
groups of students, provide research-based resource materials, and teach lessons that model best 

teaching practices. 

 

Students who demonstrate a need for direct enrichment/resource services will either leave their 
regular classroom for a specific period of time for services provided by the AIG teacher or will 
be served in a flexible grouping learning environment where instruction is provided by both the 



AIG and regular classroom teacher. In both of these service delivery options, the 

lessons/activities extend the regular curriculum and may focus on specific skills such as critical 

and creative thinking, problem solving, research skills, and independent and/or small group 

investigations. The learning environment may include the library, the computer lab, the flexible 

grouping classroom(s) as well as the AIG classroom. The success of this service depends on 

cooperation and collaborative planning by the AIG teacher, regular classroom teacher(s), and 

principal. 

 

College Gateway/Dual Enrollment (6-12) 

 

This option allows students to be enrolled in two levels of school at the same time. Students may 

remain at one level and attend another level for a specific course or period of time. This option 
works best with content that is highly sequential, such as mathematics and foreign language 

courses. 

 

At the high school level, College Gateway and dual enrollment opportunities will be sought for 

students who have exhausted appropriate course offerings at their school. Students who enroll for 

community college or university courses must meet prerequisites and obtain necessary 
permission. Students may receive college credit for courses taken while still in high school. 

 

Honors Courses (9-12) 

 

Honors courses are advanced courses that cover traditional content and focus on issues, programs 

and themes related to topics. They are designed to help students develop a knowledge base in 

that specific discipline and learn to apply that knowledge at an advanced level. Although these 

courses are not usually limited to gifted students, they have clearly defined prerequisites and 

entry and exit criteria. The teachers of these classes are required to follow North Carolina 

guidelines for honors level courses. 

 

Advanced Placement (AP) Courses (11-12) 

 

The advanced placement program consists of college level courses and examinations for high 

school students. AP course descriptions are carefully followed and are usually taught by teachers 

who have received Advanced Placement training. College credit may be earned for Advanced 

Placement courses. In order to receive college credit, students must take and pass the AP 

examination. Policies about credit for AP courses vary among colleges and universities. Students 

are expected to check specific policies and AP examination scores required in each school’s 

catalog or with the registrar. 



 

K-1 Service Delivery Options 
 

 

Identification Learning Content Modification Criteria 

Pathways Environment   
  May include but not limited to : The school level AIG team will 

   consider the following criteria: 

Consultative Curriculum Learning centers Students performing 

Delivery Option Differentiation in Differentiated two grade levels 

 reading and/or lessons above current grade 

 mathematics within Utilize latest Reading and math 

 the classroom. AIG Research-based assessments 

 teacher will work Best Teaching administered by 

 with the class-room Practices classroom teacher 

 teacher  Teacher and/or parent 

 consultatively.  referral form 

    

Direct Services Curriculum Extended Aptitude ≥ 93%, 

 Differentiation in reading/math Achievement≥93%, 

 reading and/or in activities Performance of M, and 

 math (direct services Curriculum Teacher Checklist. 

 with AIG teacher). compacting Conversion points for 

  Technology-based all four measures 
  instruction must equal a 
  Utilize latest composite score of 
  Research-based ≥107 for 
  Best Teaching identification in 

  Practices reading and/or math. 

    

Grade Acceleration Grade Acceleration Differentiated Aptitude 99%, 

  lessons in reading 

Reading and math 

achievement 99%, 

  and/or math Performance of M and 

  Technology-based Teacher checklist raw 

  instruction score ≥ 35. 
  Curriculum Conversion points of 
  compacting all four measures 
  Tiered lessons must equal a 
  Utilize latest composite score of 
  

≥115 for   Research-based 
  

identification in   Best Teaching 
  

reading and/or math.   Practices 
   

    
 



Grades 2-5 Service Delivery Options 
 
 

 

Identification Learning Content Criteria 

Pathways Environment Modification  
   The school level AIG team will 

  May include but not limited to: consider the following criteria: 
   

Nurturing Program Composer Program Building cognitive Pre-assessment 

  thinking skills lessons 

  Manipulatives Composer 

  Technology-based recommendation 

  instruction forms 

  Utilize latest  
  Research-based Best  

  Teaching Practices  

    

Grouping and/or AIG Differentiated Thematic units Aptitude ≥ 97% and 

Direct Services Services (direct Subject grouping Achievement ≥97% 
 services and/or Differentiated lessons  
 

inclusion by AIG   or units 

 teacher) Curriculum  

  compacting  
  Tiered assignments  
  

   Learning centers 
   

  Research based 
OR   learning   

Aptitude,   Technology-based   

Achievement, and   instruction   

Performance ≥ 80%   Utilize latest   
with a Teacher   Research-based Best   
checklist. Conversion   Teaching Practices   
points of all four    

   measures must equal 

   a composite score of 

   ≥ 90. 

    

Grade Acceleration Grade Acceleration Extended reading/math Aptitude 99%, 

  activities Achievement 99%, 

  Independent study Performance ≥ 95% 

  Technology-based and Teacher 
  instruction checklist raw score ≥ 
  Building cognitive 35. Conversion 
  thinking skills points of all four 
  Manipulatives measures must equal 
  

a composite score of   Utilize latest 
  

≥ 115 for   Research-based Best 
  

identification in   Teaching Practices 
  

reading and/or math.    
     



 

Grades 6-8 Service Delivery Options 
 

 

Identification Learning Content Modification Criteria 

Pathways Environment   
  May include but not limited to : The school level AIG team will 

   consider the following criteria: 

AIG Classroom Curriculum Advanced content Aptitude ≥ 97% and 

Placement in Differentiation in Debates Achievement ≥ 97% 

Language Arts reading and/or Differentiated  

and/or Math mathematics within lessons  

 the classroom. AIG Research Projects  

 support teacher will Seminars  
 work with the class- Technology-based  
 

room teacher 
 

 instruction  
 

consultatively. OR  Utilize latest 
  

Aptitude, Achievement,   Research-based 
  

and Performance ≥ 80%   Best Teaching 
  

with a Teacher checklist.   Practices 
  

Conversion points of all    

   four measures must 

   equal a composite score 

   of ≥ 90. 

    

Grade Grade Acceleration. Differentiated Aptitude 99%, 

Acceleration AIG support teacher lessons in reading 

Reading and Math 

Achievement 99%, 

 will work with the and/or math Performance ≥ 95% and 

 class-room teacher Technology-based Teacher checklist raw 

 consultatively. instruction score ≥ 35. Conversion 

  Curriculum points of all four 
  compacting measures must equal a 
  Independent composite score of ≥ 
  study/contracts 115 for identification in 
  Tiered lessons reading and/or math. 
   

  Utilize latest  
  Research-based Best  

  Teaching Practices  

    
 



High School Service Delivery Option 
 

 

Service Level Learning Environment Sample Course Selection* 

Pathway 1 Honors English 9, 10, 11,12 

 
Honors classes are accelerated, 

Economic, Legal and 
 

Political Systems  in depth courses that explore the 
 

World History  curricular areas. 

  U.S. History, I and II 

  Algebra II 

  Geometry 

  Physical Science 

  Earth/Environmental 

  Science 

  Biology 

  Anatomy and 

  Physiology 
  Chemistry I and II 

  Physics 

  Civics/Economics 

  World History 

  French III and IV 

  German III and IV 

  Japanese III and IV 

  Latin III and IV 

  Spanish III and IV 

  Art III and IV 

  Theatre Arts III and IV 

  Modern Dance III and IV 

  Band III and IV 

  Choral Music III and IV 

  Newspaper III and IV 

  Yearbook III and IV 

   

Pathway 2 Advanced Placement English 9, 10 

 Preparation Pre-Calculus 

 Advanced Placement  
 Preparation classes are  

 prerequisites for students who  

 wish to take Advanced  

 Placement courses during their  

 junior and senior years.  

Pathway 3 Advanced Placement English 11, 12 

 
Advanced placement classes are 

U.S. History II 
 European History 
 college-level courses which offer Calculus AB/BC 
 

rigorous learning experiences.  Statistics 
 

Students are given an  Biology  

opportunity to take AP tests for  Chemistry  

college credit in the spring of  
Physics  

each year.  
Environmental Science   

  French V  



  Spanish V 

  Japanese V 

  Art Drawing, 2D Design, 

  3D Design 

  Music Theory 

  Psychology 

  Government/Political 

  Systems 

  World History 

   

Pathway 4 College Gateway Program College Gateway courses are 
  weighted as honor level 

 Gaston College offers qualifying courses. 

 juniors and seniors the  

 opportunity to take tuition-free  

 college courses during the high  

 school day.  

   
Pathway 5 Dual Enrollment/College  

 Enrollment  

 Dual enrollment opportunities  
 will be sought for students who  

 have exhausted appropriate  

 course offerings at their school   
 

*See Gaston County High School Curriculum Guide for current course offerings. 


