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Chavis Takes the Capital
8th Grade Field Trip to Washington, DC
Is a Great Success Once Again
Many of our 8th grade students
recently took a field trip to
Washington, DC. While in our
nation’s capital, the students
were able to enjoy visits to
many historic sites and famous landmarks.
The students traveled on charter buses, arriving in Washington on March 31. That evening, they visited the White
House, where everyone was
able to take pictures and observe the home of the President of the United States.
After that it was off to the hotel
in Alexandria, Virginia, for
some much-needed rest.
The following day, the students enjoyed a delicious
breakfast at the hotel’s very
own IHOP before heading out
to visit more sites. The day
began with a visit to the International Spy Museum where
students got to become secret
agent men and women and
learn all the secrets behind
espionage and spycraft. Highlights included exhibits on how
to conduct undercover surveillance, a history of listening
devices used over the years,
and even the chance to crawl
through a ventilation shaft to
try to overhear conversations
by unsuspecting tourists below.

Following that, we divided into
groups and visited the museums of the Smithsonian Insti-

tution on the National Mall. At
the National Air and Space
Museum, students were able
to learn about the history of
flight and exploration—from
the Wright Brothers to the
Apollo moon missions. At the
National Museum of Natural
History, we explored exhibits
about the ocean, fossils,
mammals, and the origins of
man. Those who visited the
National Museum of American
History were able to see the
original “Star Spangled Banner” flag as well as other famous symbols of our history—
even Dororthy’s “ruby slippers” from The Wizard of Oz.
A few groups also visited the
Hirshorn Museum’s Sculpture
Garden to observe many modern art creations, and some
even took a few rides on the
National Mall’s carrousel.
Everyone reassembled after
that for a walking tour that
included the FBI Headquarters
and Ford’s Theater, where
President Lincoln was assassinated 150 years ago. The
entire group then walked to
the Hard Rock Café for dinner.
The next day, after another
delicious IHOP breakfast, everyone boarded our buses to
travel to the U.S. Capitol
Building, where our nation’s
Congress meets to craft our
laws.
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JCMS Students
Recognized for
Doing the Right Thing
Two 7th grade students were recently honored at a
luncheon hosted by the Gaston Gazette at the Gaston
Country Club after being recognized in the county’s
“Do the Right Thing” program. Both Lane Harrill and
Mallory England were selected for the honor based on
their efforts in helping a fellow student who recently
lost his home in a fire.
Lane was nominated by our guidance counselor, Ms.
Oliver. Her nomination for him stated “One of our
students lost his home in a house fire last week. The
next day, Lane came to me wanting to help the student. He asked to do fundraisers and collect money to
give to the student’s family. He helped to coordinate
collecting money at the basketball game the next
evening. He also helped plan our February Chavis
C.A.R.E.S. (Chavis Aspires to Reach Everyone
through Sharing) activities which were geared towards
helping the family. In total, we were able to donate
$664.38 to the tragedy fund set up to help this family.
Lane has a kind heart and is always willing to help
whenever he can.”
Mallory was nominated by Mrs. Heffner, our Student
Success Coordinator, who stated “Mallory had a
classmate that lost his home to a fire. He had just
received an X-Box which was lost in the fire. Mallory
had compassion for this student and collected enough
money to replace the X-Box and presented it to the
student. She also collected enough money to purchase him new clothes and other household items.
She picked out funny tee shirts that she remembered
him wearing to school.”
Congratulations to both of these fine young folks!

Spelling Bee
Each homeroom recently held
a Spelling Bee. Students were
tested on their ability to spell
words provided by the National
Spelling Bee organization. Each homeroom’s
winners then competed in a school-wide
competition. Congratulations to Kayla Hill for
winning the JCMS Spelling Bee. Second place
went to Trae Costner.

GREEKS
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In Language Arts this nine weeks, we
have done a variety of things. Some
student have read a book called My
Daniel at home and discussed in class,
while others have read The Lightning
Thief in class. After that, we shifted our
focus to poems and started to break
them apart and find the meaning of
them. In the poems we came to find
that we are using our forty literary
terms to help us to break them apart. Some students continued poetry while others started on yet another book titled The
Wonderful Wizard of Oz. In that story, we learned the true
story of The Wizard of Oz and how Hollywood had changed
parts of the book in the classic movie to make it more
enjoyable for children.
Math has been great this nine weeks! We have learned a lot of
new skills, such as finding the area of a polygons and parallelograms. We have reviewed a lot, too, which helps because if
you learn it at the beginning of school it is hard to remember it
all. Math is really fun because Mrs. Jenkins teaches it in a fun
way. We do a warm-up at the beginning of the day, and then
we go into our lesson. After we learn about the unit, we take a
unit test which is usually about 20 questions. Math has been
very good this past nine weeks, and we hope to learn even
more next nine weeks!

We have done a lot of things this nine weeks in Science and
Social Studies. First we learned about ecosystems in Science.
It is very interesting to learn that even the smallest thing can
be made up of so much. Then we studied the Middle Ages in
Social Studies. In the Middle Ages we have learned about how
the government and religion played such a big role on one
another. After the Middle Ages, we started learning about the
Renaissance and Reformation. Finally, we are going to the
Schiele Museum to learn more about the different types of
ecosystems.
By: Christian Hahn

ROMANS
This nine weeks the Romans have been
working very hard! In Language Arts with
Ms. Trudnak we’ve been learning literary
terms and using Plickers to take classroom
assessments. We also wrote an essay on
not judging a book by its cover. In Science with Mrs. Peeler
we’ve been learning about ecosystems. We were even able to
take a field trip to the Schiele Museum to see the ecosystem
exhibits and learn about animal adaptations during a presentation with live animals! In Social Studies we’ve been learning
about the Middle Ages. In Math with Mrs. Wagoner we learned
about area of composite figures and completed a history of a
mathematician project. For our math project we researched a
famous mathematician using the Chromebooks and created a
“Fakebook” page for them. As the last nine weeks approaches
we will begin to prepare for EOG’s and NC Final Exams.

CHARGERS
The 3rd nine weeks on the Chargers
team has been very exciting! We
have learned many new things, and
some of our classes and subjects
have even overlapped! We have
some great teachers and they have
taught us many great things.
Math has expanded greatly this nine
weeks. We are completing geometry
with data analysis, statistics, and probability. Just recently, we
finished area of circles, triangles, rectangles, and irregular
figures. Along with the area, we have been finding the shaded
and unshaded region’s value. We will be moving into surface
area, volume, probability, constant of proportionality, and
EOG review during the fourth nine weeks. This nine weeks
Math will help us further prepare for 8th grade math and
Algebra.
Language Arts has been packed with new topics this nine
weeks. We have completed the novel The Outsiders, an
online poetry project, learned elements of poetry, and
figurative language. Also, we have completed a novel project
which incorporated setting, plot, theme, characters, and
vocabulary from a selected fiction novel. We have recently
kicked off our poetry unit with “Nothing Gold Can Stay” from
The Outsiders book. We are currently reading Lincoln’s Last
Day’s by Bill O’Reilly, and studying the assassination of
President Abraham Lincoln. When we return from Spring
Break we will begin our EOG review.
Science has introduced us to more intriguing facts. We have
continued learning about the body systems. This nine weeks,
we learned about the skeletal, muscular, circulatory,
respiratory, digestive, nervous, and immune systems. An
exciting group activity will take place soon: frog dissection!
Our scientific education will later help us to choose our
careers.
In Social Studies we have been learning about the World
Wars and the wars that have affected the United States.
Right now we are beginning a unit on the post-World War II
world and we are focusing on the Cold War. We are beginning to look at the struggle between the United States and the
Soviet Union. Also, we are now using Google Classroom on a
regular basis. In a couple of weeks we will soon be reviewing
for our 7th grade Social Studies NC Final Exam.
By: Juliana Vollmer & Jenna Sherrill
The Romans team would like to remind parents and students
that all the information regarding classroom assignments and
resources can be found on our teacher’s webpages which can
be located through the Staff Directory on the JCMS
homepage.

Yearbooks for Sale!
Only $35*
*plus tax and shipping
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CAPTAINS
Social Studies continues to build on
itself every day. We have enjoyed
utilizing Discovery Education for
assessments and using Kahoot! for
classroom review. We are beginning
a unit on the post-World War II world
and focusing in on the Cold War. We
are looking at the struggle between the US and the Soviet
Union. We are also going to be reviewing for our 7th grade
Social Studies NC Final Exam in a few weeks. We are also
using Google Classroom now on a regular basis.
In Language Arts we have been continuing SSR (self-selected
reading) and conferencing with Mrs. Floyd about the books
that we are reading. We recently finished the poetry unit. We
learned a lot about different types of poems, figurative language, and elements of poetry. We also started a unit on
folktales. After Spring Break, we will begin reviewing

BUCCANEERS
In Math 1 and Math 8 we have been
doing a lot of things. The Algebra class
started off the nine weeks working on
domain and range, function notation,
arithmetic and geometric Sequences,
as well as laws of exponents and a
polynomial review. We ended the nine
weeks with exponential growth and
decay, and quadratic equations. In
Math 8 we started out with the midpoint
formula, and finding the area, circumference, and diameter of
circles and cylinders. We also did slope, the Pythagorean
Theorem, and ended the nine weeks with functions. In all classes
we have been doing Weekly Homework assignments that are
preparing us for the EOG and EOC.
In Language Arts we finished the iSearch Paper which we had
started in the 2nd nine weeks. We also studied Langston Hughes’
poetry and eventually did a group project on it. Finally, we read a
novel called Goodbye, Vietnam by Gloria Whelan. We did
stations relating to the novel and also questions that we would
answer while reading. Every nine weeks we do two reading logs
and you could do a third reading log on Goodbye, Vietnam for
extra credit if you wanted it or needed it.
In Science we started off the nine weeks learning about fossils
and that lead to the unit we did on the Geologic Time Scale.
During this unit we learned about unconformities, and the rock
cycle. We then started learning about genetic variation and
mutation, and finally ended the nine weeks with homologous and
analogous bone structure, taxonomy, plate tectonics and cell
structure.
In Social Studies we have gone through Westward Expansion,
the second Industrial Revolution, and World War I. We are
beginning to move into studying the Great Depression and World
War II.
By: Natalie Carter & Natalie Clayton

everything we have learned all year from plot all the way to
folktales.
In Math we have been learning about how to find the area of a
trapezoid, parallelogram, triangles, and circles. We have also
been talking about how you have to find the radius of a circle
in order to get your area. After we finish area in math we will
soon be learning about 3D shapes, volume, and probability.
After we get done with all of that we will begin reviewing for
our Math EOG.
New topics and facts have aroused our interests in Science
every day! In Science this nine weeks we have been doing
the skeletal system, muscles, the circulatory system, respiratory system, digestive system, nervous system, and immune
system. We will also be dissecting frogs right before Spring
Break. Some people may say “Eww!”, but to us, it’s just new!
By: Hallie Holt & Nykera Bush

PIRATES
In Language Arts we finished the
iSearch paper which we had
started in the 2nd nine weeks.
We also studied Langston
Hughes’ poetry and eventually
did a group project on it. Finally,
we read a novel called Goodbye,
Vietnam by Gloria Whelan. We
did stations relating to the novel
and also questions that we would answer while reading. In
AIG Language Arts, we have worked on the bombings of
Hiroshima and Nagasaki and put President Truman on
trial--he was found guilty. We completed our issue-based
research paper and are currently reading Anne Frank’s
diary and exploring the human rights issues related to the
Holocaust.
In Social Studies this past nine weeks, we studied
westward expansion in America, the Second Industrial
Revolution, the Roaring 20's, Great Depression, and
World War I. We were also fortunate to have two guest
speakers from the Gaston County Museum of Art and
History. Their Civil War presentation entitled "From
Citizen to Soldier" was thoroughly informative and
entertaining. We are now moving forward in the 20th
century by examining World War II.
This nine weeks in Math I, we have covered several
topics. We discussed how to find any term in a geometric
and arithmetic sequence. We did an integrated Anne
Frank unit with Language Arts covering data. Over the
next few weeks we will be finishing up our Math I
curriculum and reviewing Math 8 curriculum. In Math 8,
we have finished up our review of slope and linear
equations. We have covered systems of equations and
just finished up our unit on functions. We will be starting
an integrated unit on Anne Frank with Language Arts after
Spring Break.
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SPORTS
INFO

DC TRIP, continued...
Students were able to visit the Rotunda and Statuary Hall and
spend some time in the Capitol Visitors Center. A few groups
got even more behind-the-scenes tours from members of
Congressman Patrick McHenry’s staff—including a fantastic
view from the private balcony of the Speaker of the House
and a tour through the gallery of the House of Representatives chamber.
Everyone had lunch at the Capitol Visitors Center, and then
we were off again to tackle what was a new experience for
most students: riding the Washington subway system known
as the Metro! Students quickly boarded trains bound for the
Arlington National Cemetery where everyone regrouped for
trek to the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. Once there, we
were able to watch the changing of the guard, as well as a
wreath-laying ceremony. This ceremony held special significance, because JCMS was chosen to present a wreath to be
placed at the tomb. Chavis students Madelyn Daggerhart,
Matthew Dellinger, and Carlie Grace Jackson joined Mr. Denton in presenting the wreath during the ceremony. Following
that, we boarded trams for a tour of the cemetery, which
serves as a final resting ground to thousands of soldiers from
the United States military.
From Arlington, we once again boarded the Metro trains to
head back to Capitol Hill. We walked to Union Station for
dinner, passing the Library of Congress and the Supreme
Court buildings along the way. Following dinner, we boarded
chartered trolleys for a “Monuments by Moonlight” tour that
took us to see the Jefferson Memorial, the Lincoln Memorial,
the Washington Monument, the World War II Memorial, the
Vietnam Veterans Memorial, and the new Martin Luther King,
Jr., Memorial. Soon we were headed back to Union Station to
board the buses for the long trip back to Cherryville.
Everyone had a great experience and got to see so many of
the highlights of our country on this trip. We are especially
grateful for all the support we received from our community,
including the generous contributions that helped make the trip
possible and so successful.

Baseball & Girls’ Soccer
Apr. 14
Apr. 15
Apr. 17
Apr. 20
Apr. 23
Apr. 27
Apr. 30
May 4
May 7
May 11

@ Stanley
Home vs. Belmont
@ Mt. Holly
Home vs. Grier
@ Cramerton
@ Bessemer City
Home vs. York Chester
Home vs. Southwest
Home vs. Holbrook
@ W.C. Friday

Boys’ & Girls’ Track Meets
Apr. 15
Apr. 22
Apr. 29

@ Stanley
@ Stanley
@ Forestview HS

Athletics Discount Passes
Save money at home games!

$20 - 5 Games $40 - 10 Games
$170 - ALL Games
Available in the office or at any home game.

Upcoming Events

Tryouts for next year’s cheerleading
squad will take place May 20-22.
Sixth and seventh grade students
may participate if they have a current physical on file and meet all
athletic eligibility requirements.

Tue., Apr. 28 - JCMS Talent Show at Tue., May 19 - Chorus Concert at
Starnes Auditorium at 7:00pm
Starnes Auditorium at 7:00pm
Mon., May 4 - Fri., May 8 - Teacher
Appreciation Week

Mon., May 25 - No school due to
Memorial Day holiday

Thur., May 7 - Interim reports
distributed

Thu. May 28 - Second semester
Athletic Awards at JCMS at 6:00pm

Thur., May 14 - Band Concert at
Starnes Auditorium at 7:00pm

Fri, June 5 - School dance from
6:00-9:00pm

Fri., May 15 - School dance from
3:15-6:00pm

Wed., June 10 - Early dismissal at
12:00pm for Last Day of School
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SPECIAL EDITION
CHORUS & MUSIC

ART
The Chavis Art classes have several participants and winners
in the 2015 “Through An Artist's Eyes” Gaston County
Schools Annual Art Show this year. The participants are:
Emily Torres, Shamyiah Jefferies, Sarah Hubbard, Wyatt
Ford, William Ricardo, Jade Harris, Breanna Carlson, Emily
Sauer, Hallie Holt, Colton Arrowood, and Xerek Shipley. We
had four winning artworks chosen from our school. Emily
Torres won 1st place for her printmaking entitled “Transform”
and 2nd place for her sculpture entitled "Pineapple Lamp."
Hallie Holt won 1st place for her photography artwork entitled
"Natural," and Jade Harris received an honorable mention for
her ceramics piece entitled "Dessert is Served." The exhibit
will be open at the Dallas Museum until May 9, 2015.

The 7th and 8th grade chorus has been
busy preparing for their performance at
Carowinds on Friday, April 17. They will
be singing a spiritual entitled "This Train"
and a piece about remembrance called
"When I Am Silent." The 6th grade
chorus performed for the 5th graders
when they visited on March 27. They
sang, "Happy." The soloists
were Makenzie Thomas, Noah Abernethy, and Kristina
Campbell. The 8th grade theatre class has been working on
a storytelling unit and is about to begin some ten minute
group sketches. The 6th grade music class is studying low E
on the recorders.

HEALTH/PE

BUSINESS EDUCATION

This nine weeks has been exhaustingly fun! In Health, we
have been learning about nutrition, how to read labels,
healthy eating, eating disorders, body mass index and fat.
P.E. ties in with that, as we are learning about our heart rate,
physical fitness, and why it is important to stay in good
physical condition. In Health, we have also studied the
reproductive system and have completed projects on sexually
transmitted diseases (STD’s). In PE, we continue to do
Student’s Personal Best, volleyball, badminton, wiffle ball,
basketball drills and soccer. We also continue to improve on
our half-mile run, sit-ups and push-ups.

In our 7th grade Business Education class we have learned
the proper posture and techniques for keyboarding. In the
third nine weeks, we have learned to type all of the letters on
the keyboard! We have also learned to type all of the numbers
and symbols. Mr. Beam has taught us a lot during this time!

By: Gracie Hester

SPANISH
Hola from Señora Clark’s class. On April 20 and 21, the 7th
and 8th grade Spanish students are going to Manantial
Mexican Restaurant. We will use our knowledge of vocabulary
to order our lunch in Spanish. Some of the other things we
have been doing in Spanish are learning to count; 6th grade
has learned numbers up to 30, 7th grade up to 100, and 8th
grade all the way to 1000. We just finished a project on the
weather in certain seasons and the temperature. We all have
a Spanish speaking country to research to learn the important
things about that country. Every Friday we have “Friday
Facts” on Spanish-speaking countries. Adiós!
By: Brooke Henley

$350
Amount of money raised by JCMS for the Leukemia &
Lymphoma Society during March

We are now learning about Microsoft Word and how to create
documents. We are also learning about formatting and editing
skills that are used in Microsoft Word. Now we are going to
keep working in Microsoft Word and study basic desktop
publishing tools during the fourth nine weeks!
By: Victoria Pruett
The 8th grade Business Education classes have been
learning how to type properly, while also working on how fast
and accurate we are. We are working in Microsoft Excel,
where we are learning how to use spreadsheets, formulas,
and functions. We have also had lessons in the Junior
Achievement Economics program from the Carolina Federal
Credit Union; they have been teaching us how to manage our
money and finances. In the upcoming nine weeks, we will be
learning how to use Microsoft Access and PowerPoint.
By: Madison Philbeck
In Mr. Beam’s 6th grade Exploring Career Decisions class we
have learned about types of values, attitude, learning styles,
interests, personality types, transferable skills, the career
planning cycle and career information. Also we are doing
Project AIM. So far we have created two slide presentations
on the careers that we would like to do. Now we are learning
how to create a resume.
By: Christian Hahn

5th Annual JCMS Talent Show
WHO: Our most talented students
WHAT: Singing, dancing, tumbling and more!
TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION
In Mr. Pervine’s 8th grade class we have been learning
about technological systems and how they work. We also
have made a jelly bean dispenser with a partner; we named
it and presented it to the class. Right now we are working on
designing our own advertisement with a partner. Many
advertisements have been created for systems that we use
in our everyday lives. This class is really fun and you get to
do a lot of projects.
By: Sydney Reynolds 8th Grade
In Mr. Pervine’s seventh grade class we’ve been having fun.
Right now we’re doing a project where we create our own
invention. After we have created our invention we create an
advertisement for it that is aimed at a specific target market.
When we finish this project we will share our advertisements
with the class and will explain our inventions.
By: Brent Walls 7th Grade
In the sixth grade in Mr. Pervine’s class we have been doing
a lot. We have just started Project AIM. In Project AIM we
have been working on figuring out which career choices
would be best for us and how to work towards those careers.
We do a lot of work on computers and we learn how they
work. We also learn a lot about team work. We do a lot of
things to learn about our personalities and our interests. We
all have had a great time in Mr. Pervine’s class and hope to
have another great nine weeks.
By: Addie Seate 6th Grade

BETA CLUB NEWS
This nine weeks the Beta Club is
continuing to collect Box Tops, and
we are preparing for a trip to
Gardner-Webb University. During
the trip, we will be learning how to
prepare for college and tour the campus to get a feel
of college life. By participating in activities of the
Broyhill Adventure Course on campus, we will also
build teamwork and leadership skills. We encourage
you to continue to bring Box Tops, and we thank you
for your contribution to our school.
By: Macie Drum and Carter Grace Estes

WHEN: Tuesday, April 28 at 7:00-pm
WHERE: Starnes Auditorium
HOW (MUCH): $3

RACING FOR THE ARTS
1st Annual JCMS Splash Dask 5K
Is a Winning Community Effort
The Chavis Visual Arts Program had their 1st Annual Splash
Dash 5K race on March 28. This event was a fundraiser to
help raise money to buy art supplies for our students.
The event was organized by Mrs. Callie Hahn, our Art
teacher. Through her efforts, JCMS was able to garner a
good deal of community support, both through financial
contributions to the race, as well as supplies from some
local businesses.
Despite some unseasonably cool weather, over 90 people
were registered to run in the event. One of the unique
aspects of the Splash Dash was that all race participants
would have the opportunity to create a piece of artwork
during the race. All runners could choose a small cup of
paint that they could “splash” onto a canvas at one point
during the race. Through these many splashes of paint,
three outstanding pieces of art were created during the race.
Two went to the overall male and female winners, and the
third will be displayed in the school.
A large number of Chavis staff, students and parents
participated in the race. Our very own Ms. Trudnak was the
overall female winner of the race! Several students, staff
and parents also received medals for placing in their
respective age divisions.
The entire event was a huge success and a lot of fun! We
are looking forward to holding the 2nd Annual Splash Dash
next year!

FYI…
School calendars for 2015-16 and 2016-17 were
recently approved by the Board of Education.
You can find copies of these on the GCS website.

