
Award Winners for December 2021

Through the Newspapers in Education (NIE) program, The Gazette and Gaston County Schools are proud to recognize outstanding students 
for “doing the right thing.” The students go beyond expectations to exhibit character education traits such as responsibility, generosity, caring, 
perseverance, respect, and cooperation. The monthly winners will be honored during a special program at the end of the school year.

The “Do the Right Thing” 
program honors young people in 
our community who distinguish 

themselves by their commendable 
actions. These students have 

exhibited outstanding 
attitudes, accomplishments, 

and efforts that make them 
positive role models for their 
peers. 

Rakiell Mackins
LingerfeLdt eLementary SchooL
Parents: Latekia Jefferies and Ronald Mackins

Third grader Rakiell Mackins is friendly, loves her school, and works 
hard every day to keep a positive attitude. When 
there is a student struggling in her class, 
she makes sure that the student feels 
welcome and has friends. She will even 
greet her classmate in the hall and escort 
her new friend to their classroom. She 
strives to make sure that her classmates 
have everything they need. Rakiell makes 
a difference in the lives of others through 
her efforts to make sure her fellow students feel 
included and supported so they can have a good day at school.

Gaston County Schools has four high 
school students in state honors chorus

Sophia Payne
BeLmont middLe SchooL
Parents: Jessica Holland-Payne and Christopher Payne

Sophia Payne, an eighth grader, is a bright student who shows 
kindness toward others. She works hard inside 
and outside of the classroom, and she stands 
up for what is right. One time when Sophia 
thought some of her classmates were 
making bad decisions, Sophia alerted a 
teacher, which kept the situation from 
escalating. This took courage on her part 
to speak up, especially when that is not 
always the popular thing to do. Sophia is a 
great role model for other students, and she 
shows what it means to be a leader among her peers. 

Ellie Messer
coStner eLementary SchooL
Parents: Heather and Charlie Messer

Fourth grader Ellie Messer shows strong leadership qualities in the 
classroom every day. She is kind to others and is 
always very responsible. Her positive attitude 
makes her shine, and she is always smiling. 
Ellie has a strong work ethic in class, but 
is also willing to go out of her way to 
help others and go the extra mile. She is 
a kind-hearted soul and free spirit, who 
enjoys helping her peers achieve the same 
qualities. Ellie is a great example of what it 
means to be an outstanding student, who is 
focused on doing the right thing in every situation.

Malachi Coleman
hunter huSS high SchooL
Parents: Kinyada and Antonio Coleman

Senior Malachi Coleman is a true leader at Hunter Huss High 
School. He is very respectful and always goes 
above and beyond to help whenever he 
can. Malachi manages to balance working 
hard in his honors classes with being a 
member of the football team. He also 
sets a great example for other students. 
When a student lost his wallet, Malachi 
was quick to turn it in, and later, followed 
up to make sure the student had received 
it back. This situation shows how Malachi 
exemplifies honesty and integrity, which are admirable qualities. 

Sean Corcoran
GASTON COUNTY SCHOOLS

     Four students from Gaston County 
Schools were chosen to participate in 
the North Carolina Music Educators 
Association’s (NCMEA) high school 
honors chorus. 
     Nate Kang and Tristan Nogueira of 
Stuart W. Cramer High School, Isaac 
Londeree of Ashbrook High School, 
and Erin Watson of Forestview High 
School sang in the honors chorus 
concert at the Stevens Center in 
Winston-Salem on November 7.
     Auditions were recorded 
and submitted electronically. 
Approximately 750 students sent in an 
audition video, but only 176 students 
from across the state were selected.
     Ashbrook High School choral 
teacher Philip Biedenbender said 
it takes a great deal of courage 
to stand up and share your voice, 
knowing that someone is listening 
to and judging your performance. 
“All auditionees deserve a round of 
applause for putting in the time and 
the effort required for honors chorus 
preparation,” said Biedenbender. 
“Unfortunately, the NCMEA just can’t 
take everyone.”
     Forestview chorus teacher Steven 
Austin praised Watson for being 
selected as a member of the honors 
chorus. “Erin is incredibly hard-

working and has dedicated four years 
to the choral program. I could not 
think of any student more deserving 
of this wonderful opportunity,” he 
said.
     For Watson, her chorus roots 
began in church. “I have been 
singing for as long as I can 
remember,” she said. “The first time 
that I have the faintest memory of 
singing is performing at church when 
I was three years old.”
     Watson feels confident that 
she will be able to bring what she 
learned in the honors chorus back 
to her school.  “Being in a great 
choir makes you want to apply 
everything you learned to your own 
choir,” explained Watson. “I hope 
that my school choir is able to learn 
from me some of the things I have 
experienced.”
     Unlike Watson, Londeree began 
singing in the sixth grade at Holbrook 
Middle School. 
     “I initially wanted to be in the 
band, but I didn’t want my parents 
to pay for an instrument so I chose 
chorus instead,” said Londeree, who 
credits his middle school chorus 
teacher for his love of singing. 
“Music is the best way to change, 
provoke, and convey emotion. It 
connects us as people in a way that 
nothing else can.”

     Londeree said 
having the opportunity 
to work in a state 
choir with other 
talented students was a 
rewarding experience. 
“I absolutely loved it, 
and maybe I will have 
an opportunity to do it 
again as a senior.”
     Nogueira’s love for 
music goes back to 
when he took chorus 
at Belmont Middle 
School. 
     “I have been 
singing for as long 
as I could speak. 
It was something 
that I only did in 
the car,” explained 
Nogueira, who also 
has performed in 
many school theater 
productions. “I never 
took voice lessons, 
and only began 
singing at family 
events once I joined 
my middle school 
chorus.”
     During his time at 

the NCMEA conference, Nogueira 
was reminded that a singer must have 
fun before music can become great.

     Music has always been an escape 
for Kang when life wasn’t always 
going his way. 
     “Music kept my mind at bay and 
allowed me to bring my mind and 
body back in harmony,” said Kang. 
“Music is life, and it’s all around 
us.”
     Kang added, “The relationships 
made at the honors chorus clinic show 
just how simply knowing your true 
potential and that of others around 
you creates a mutual respect among 
fellow singers and music enthusiasts 
alike.” 
     This year’s NCMEA conference 
was a two-day event, and students 
spent one day rehearsing for a 
concert on the final day.  Each 
year, a nationally-acclaimed guest 
conductor spends time with the 
students, preparing them for their 
performance.  Dr. Julie Yu of Kansas 
State University served as the 2021 
guest conductor.  At Kansas State, 
she is responsible for overseeing the 
undergraduate choral ensembles and 
the master’s degree in choral music 
program.  
     In addition to learning songs and 
preparing for the concert, students 
had the opportunity to learn about 
collegiate music programs and 
fellowship with others who are 
interested in choral music.
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Looking for more school news? You’ll find it online: www.gaston.k12.nc.us


