Gaston County Schools

School Choice
A Guide for Students and Parents

Message from the Superintendent
Dear Students, Parents, and Employees:
It is school choice time in Gaston County Schools!
For the upcoming 2021-2022 academic year, we are pleased to offer 21 school
choice/magnet school programs for students. Our dynamic programs center
around various themes, including careers, college prep/gifted and talented,
health sciences, leadership, public service, STEAM (science, technology,
engineering, arts, and math), technology and industrial engineering, and other
areas.
Over the past five years, we have worked diligently to expand our choice
programs. Prior to 2016, Gaston County Schools had only two magnet schools
– Gaston Early College High School and Highland School of Technology.
Then, we added four programs – Hawks Nest STEAM Academy, the Gifted and
Talented Academy @ Pleasant Ridge Elementary School, the STEAM Academy @ Stanley Middle School,
and the Gaston County Virtual Academy.
The success of these six programs told us that we needed to offer more and that is why we introduced
Academy-themed programs at 14 schools. Now, we are launching our newest magnet school – Gaston
Early College of Medical Sciences, which opens this August.
It is important for parents to know that the deadline to submit a school choice application for their child
is February 28. The selection lottery will be held April 1. Parents may submit an application on our
website: www.gaston.k12.nc.us/schoolchoice.
Our choice programs are open to students who are enrolled in Gaston County Schools as well as students
who are currently enrolled in a private school, charter school, virtual school, or homeschool program.
Entry into a choice program typically happens at the kindergarten, sixth grade, and ninth grade levels;
however, a few programs are accepting students at other grade levels.
Thank you for taking time to explore the many options that we have available for students. We certainly
believe that Gaston County Schools is the best choice because of our caring teachers, effective academic
programs, and many outstanding resources.
We appreciate your continued interest in our schools, and we look forward to having your family as part
of our 21 school choice programs in 2021.
Sincerely,

W. Jeffrey Booker, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools
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School Choice

in Gaston County Schools

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Gifted and Talented Academy @ Pleasant Ridge
Elementary School
Hawks Nest STEAM Academy
Leadership Academy @ Costner Elementary School

MIDDLE SCHOOL
Career Academy @ Southwest Middle School
Career Academy @ York Chester Middle School
Gifted and Talented Academy @ Cramerton Middle
School
Leadership Academy @ W.C. Friday Middle School
Public Service Academy @ John Chavis Middle School
STEAM Academy @ Stanley Middle School
Technology and Industrial Engineering Academy
@ Bessemer City Middle School

HIGH SCHOOL

Career Academy @ Hunter Huss High School
Collegiate Prep Academy @ Forestview High School
Gaston Early College High School
Gaston Early College of Medical Sciences (new)
Health Sciences Academy @ East Gaston High School
Highland School of Technology
iAccelerate Academy @ Ashbrook High School
Leadership Academy @ North Gaston High School
Public Service Academy @ Cherryville High School
Technology and Industrial Engineering Academy
@ Bessemer City High School

ONLINE LEARNING

Gaston County Virtual Academy (K-12)

OUR ACADEMY PROGRAMS

Leadership Academy
@ Costner Elementary School
The Leadership Academy @ Costner Elementary School
gives students an opportunity to learn, at a young age, that
they have the potential in them to be an outstanding leader
at school and in their community.
“Every child can be a leader” is the motto that drives
instruction, which integrates academic, leadership, and
life skills and creates a sense of student empowerment.
Through the “Leader in Me” model, students learn about the
importance of responsibility, integrity, vision, and teamwork/
collaboration, which are qualities found in an effective
leader. Additionally, students learn how to handle challenges
that elementary-age children face. Special elective courses
available to students include Leadership and Spanish.
Students from outside the Costner attendance area who
will be in kindergarten for the 2021-2022 school year may
apply for this program. A lottery process will be used to
determine the 40 kindergarten students who will attend
(from outside the Costner attendance area). Students who
live in the Costner attendance area automatically participate
in the Leadership Academy.
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Gifted and Talented Academy
@ Pleasant Ridge Elementary
School
The Gifted and Talented Academy @ Pleasant
Ridge Elementary School is designed for students
who demonstrate academic excellence and excel
in a dynamic school environment. Students
participate in an in-depth study of science, math,
reading, and other subjects; engage in problemsolving and critical thinking; use modern
technology as a learning tool; develop leadership
skills; and flourish in their capacity to think
creatively and at a higher level.
The schoolwide enrichment model gives all
students an opportunity to explore areas of
interest and be involved in special activities,
including science and math fairs and the concert
and marching bands. This program creates a
pathway for students to participate in the Gifted
and Talented Academy @ Cramerton Middle
School.
Students from outside the Pleasant Ridge
attendance area who will be in kindergarten
for the 2021-2022 school year may apply for
this program. A lottery process will be used to
determine the 40 kindergarten students who
will attend (from outside the Pleasant Ridge
attendance area). Please note that applications will
be accepted from students who will be in grades
1-5; however, only a limited number of seats are
available in grades 1-5.

Hawks Nest STEAM Academy
Hawks Nest STEAM Academy is Gaston
County’s only STEAM magnet school for
elementary students. The school offers a
challenging curriculum that features a distinct
emphasis on STEAM: Science, Technology,
Engineering, Arts, and Mathematics.
With a focus on the five STEAM areas, students
are engaged in collaborative, hands-on activities
through a project-based instructional model. The
goal is to go beyond teaching the core curriculum
and develop students who are innovative learners,
creative thinkers, and ready to apply what they
learn to real-world situations. Students have
technology at their fingertips, and they enjoy
participating in activities such as robotics,
advisory, and spark of genius clubs, theater, music,
and more. This program creates a pathway for
students to participate in the STEAM Academy @
Stanley Middle School.
Students who will be in kindergarten for the
2021-2022 school year may apply for this program.
A lottery process will be used to determine the 60
kindergarten students who will attend.

APPLY NOW!

Our school choice programs are open
to students who are enrolled in Gaston
County Schools as well as students who
are currently enrolled in a private school,
charter school, virtual school, or
homeschool program.
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Gifted and Talented Academy
@ Cramerton Middle School
The Gifted and Talented Academy @ Cramerton
Middle School provides a challenging learning
environment that encourages students to
interact with their peers academically, creatively,
aesthetically, and socially at a higher level.
In addition to lessons that involve critical
thinking, teamwork, and advanced learning,
students have the opportunity to take the
following high school courses: English I,
Math I, Spanish I, and World History. These
courses prepare them for a more rigorous
course of study at the high school level. The
schoolwide enrichment model gives all students
an opportunity to explore areas of interest and
be involved in activities. This program creates
a pathway for students to participate in the
Collegiate Prep Academy @ Forestview High
School.
Students from outside the Cramerton
attendance area who will be in the sixth grade
for the 2021-2022 school year may apply for
this program. A lottery process will be used to
determine the 25 sixth grade students who will
attend (from outside the Cramerton attendance
area).

Technology and Industrial
Engineering @ Bessemer City
Middle School
Middle school is a time for exploration and discovery
for students, and the Technology and Industrial
Engineering Academy @ Bessemer City Middle School
gives them an opportunity to learn about exciting career
possibilities in the areas of industry, computer science,
and engineering.
Students lead their own discovery by engaging in
activities that help them to learn about computer
science, engineering, and other areas. Activities
are related to web development, interactive games
and animation, the design process, and computer
programming. Through the Academy, students begin to
understand how exploration, creativity, and innovation
are important to whatever career path they choose to
take. The following high school classes are offered to
students: Math I, Spanish I, World History, and Earth
and Environmental Science. These courses give students
an opportunity to see what it is like to take high school
level courses and prepare them for what’s ahead. This
program creates a pathway for students to participate in
the Technology and Industrial Engineering Academy @
Bessemer City High School.
Students from outside the Bessemer City attendance
area who will be in the sixth grade for the 2021-2022
school year may apply for this program. A lottery
process will be used to determine the 60 sixth grade
students who will attend (from outside the Bessemer
City attendance area).

HOW CAN I APPLY?

Parents may submit a student application
online by visiting our website:
www.gaston.k12.nc.us/schoolchoice
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STEAM Academy @ Stanley Middle School
Stanley Middle School is home to Gaston County’s only STEAM
Academy for middle schoolers. The school offers a curriculum that features
a distinct emphasis on STEAM: Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts,
and Mathematics.
From the five STEAM areas, all students engage in lessons and activities
involving science and math. In the sixth grade, students create a
foundation of skills and knowledge related to technology. In the seventh
grade, students build on what they have learned about technology and gain
a perspective of the arts. In the eighth grade, students add the engineering
component to complete the middle school STEAM experience.
In addition to core subject courses, students can take “core plus” classes in
art, band, choir, Spanish, business technology, computer science, medical
science, engineering, and physical education/health. Students may take the
following high school courses: Math I, Spanish I, World History, and Earth
and Environmental Science. This program provides a pathway for students
to participate in the Health Sciences Academy @ East Gaston High School
or the Technology and Industrial Engineering Academy @ Bessemer City
High School.
Students from outside the Stanley attendance area who will be in the sixth
grade for the 2021-2022 school year may apply for this program. A lottery
process will be used to determine the 40 sixth grade students who will
attend (from outside the Stanley attendance area). In addition, there will be
60 seats available for students who are currently enrolled in fifth grade at
Hawks Nest STEAM Academy.
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Career Academy
@ Southwest Middle School

Career Academy
@ York Chester Middle School

It’s never too early for students to begin thinking
about the future. The Career Academy @ Southwest
Middle School makes it possible for students to
explore a variety of career fields so they can get an
idea of job opportunities that await once they graduate
from high school and college.
At Southwest, students focus on career exploration
in the areas of family and human services (foods,
health, and public service) and business and
information technology. Through the Career
Academy, students learn that their future (regardless
of which career they select) will be influenced by
technology and involve service to others. This
program provides a pathway for students to participate
in the Career Academy @ Hunter Huss High School.
Students from outside the Southwest attendance
area who will be in the sixth grade for the 2021-2022
school year may apply for this program. A lottery
process will be used to determine the 30 sixth grade
students who will attend (from outside the Southwest
attendance area).

It’s never too early for students to begin thinking
about the future. The Career Academy @ York
Chester Middle School makes it possible for students
to explore a variety of career fields so they can get
an idea of job opportunities that await once they
graduate from high school and college.
At York Chester, students focus on career
exploration in the areas of scientific visualization
(SciVis), game art and design (GAD), and business
and technology. Through the Career Academy,
students learn that their future (regardless of which
career they select) will be influenced by technology.
This program provides a pathway for students to
participate in the Career Academy @ Hunter Huss
High School.
Students from outside the York Chester attendance
area who will be in the sixth grade for the 2021-2022
school year may apply for this program. A lottery
process will be used to determine the 30 sixth grade
students who will attend (from outside the York
Chester attendance area).
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Leadership Academy
@ W.C. Friday Middle School
The Leadership Academy @ W.C. Friday
Middle School strives to create a middle school
environment that helps students to build their
confidence and discover their true potential.
During the middle school years as students
go through a self-discovery phase of life, it is
important for them to realize they have the
potential to be an outstanding leader. As part of
the “Leader in Me” model, students learn about
empowerment, responsibility, integrity, vision,
and teamwork/collaboration, which are qualities
found in an effective leader. Additionally,
students learn how to handle challenges that
adolescents face. The following high school
courses will be offered for middle school students:
Math I, Spanish I, and World History. These
courses give students an opportunity to see
what it is like to take high school level courses
and prepare themselves for what’s ahead. This
program provides a pathway for students to
participate in the Leadership Academy @ North
Gaston High School.
Students from outside the W.C. Friday
attendance area who will be in the sixth grade
for the 2021-2022 school year may apply for
this program. A lottery process will be used to
determine the 40 sixth grade students who will
attend (from outside the W.C. Friday attendance
area).

Public Service Academy
@ John Chavis Middle School
We need our students today to answer the call to be
tomorrow’s heroes, and middle school is an ideal time for
students to begin thinking about how they can be a future
hero. Through the Public Service Academy @ John Chavis
Middle School, students explore how they can one day
make a difference in the following career fields: education/
teaching, criminal justice, public safety, emergency medical
care, and government.
Academic and career exploration is important during
the middle school years as it is a time of self-discovery
for adolescents. Students have opportunities to learn
about what it takes to become a police officer, firefighter,
emergency medical technician, lawyer/judge, teacher, and
leader in municipal/county government. Field trips, guest
speakers, community service opportunities, and the teacher
cadet program give students an up-close and hands-on
approach to learning about what it means to serve the
public. This program creates a pathway for students to
participate in the Public Service Academy @ Cherryville
High School.
Students from outside the Chavis attendance area who
will be in the sixth grade for the 2021-2022 school year
may apply for this program. A lottery process will be used
to determine the 50 sixth grade students who will attend
(from outside the John Chavis attendance area).

WHEN IS THE DEADLINE?

The deadline to submit a school
choice application is Sunday,
February 28. The lottery selection
process will be conducted on
April 1.
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Leadership Academy
@ North Gaston High School

Public Service Academy
@ Cherryville High School

In high school, students discover their
independence, ambitions, goals, opinions,
and beliefs. The Leadership Academy
@ North Gaston High School provides
academic and extracurricular opportunities
to support students as they find their voice
and discover a lot about themselves and the
world around them. With the motto that
“every child can be a leader” as the guiding
principle, students engage in coursework
and collaborative activities that help them
realize that they possess the potential to
be an outstanding leader at school, in their
community, and in life beyond graduation.
At North Gaston, students learn about
empowerment, responsibility, integrity,
vision, and teamwork/collaboration, which
are qualities found in an effective leader.
Additionally, students learn how to handle
challenges that teenagers face, and they gain a
sense of purpose, belonging, and direction in
life.
Students from outside the North Gaston
attendance area who will be in the ninth
grade for the 2021-2022 school year may
apply for this program. A lottery process
will be used to determine the 40 ninth grade
students who will attend (from outside the
North Gaston attendance area).

We need our students today to answer the call to be
tomorrow’s heroes. Through the Public Service Academy
@ Cherryville High School, students learn how they can be
heroes in their community in the following career fields:
education/teaching, criminal justice, public safety, emergency
medical care, and government.
The Public Service Academy affords students exciting
opportunities to earn certifications in public safety (police/
fire) and emergency medical technician (EMT), complete
college coursework, and experience hands-on learning
by being involved in community service opportunities,
internships, and partnerships with governmental agencies.
Students who have an interest in education/teaching
can explore what it is like to be a teacher and gain an
understanding of what it takes to be a leader in the classroom
through the teacher cadet program.
Students from outside the Cherryville attendance area
who will be in the ninth grade for the 2021-2022 school year
may apply for this program. A lottery process will be used to
determine the 50 ninth grade students who will attend (from
outside the Cherryville attendance area).

WHO CAN APPLY?

Entry into a school choice
program typically happens at
the kindergarten, sixth grade,
and ninth grade levels. However,
a few programs have limited space
at other grade levels.
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Technology and Industrial
Engineering @ Bessemer City
High School
Now more than ever, industries need highly-skilled
employees who have knowledge and training in technology
and engineering, and they are looking to high school
students as the next generation of tech-savvy professionals
who can meet the demand. The Technology and Industrial
Engineering Academy @ Bessemer City High School is
focused on preparing students for promising careers in
engineering, technology, and industry-based professions
such as masonry, carpentry, and advanced manufacturing.
Students can take courses in nine career clusters:
architecture and construction; business management
and administration; finance; health sciences; human
services; manufacturing; arts, audio/visual technology
and communications; information technology; and STEM
(Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics).
Plus, students can take advantage of internships and
making connections with leaders in the local workforce.
Students from outside the Bessemer City attendance area
who will be in the ninth grade for the 2021-2022 school
year may apply for this program. A lottery process will be
used to determine the 30 ninth grade students who will
attend (from outside the Bessemer City attendance area).

Collegiate Prep Academy
@ Forestview High School
The Collegiate Prep Academy @ Forestview
High School is designed to offer a challenging
curriculum so students gain the academic
confidence and foundational skills necessary
for success at the college/university level.
Through the Advanced Placement (AP)
Capstone Pathway, students develop, practice,
and sharpen their critical and creative thinking
skills by completing the AP Seminar and AP
Research courses as well as other AP courses in
various subject areas. Students who pass the AP
courses and score high enough on the AP exams
can earn the AP Seminar and Research Certificate
or the AP Capstone Diploma. The prestigious
AP certificate/diploma distinctions help students
“stand out” when applying to college.
Students from outside the Forestview
attendance area who will be in the ninth grade
for the 2021-2022 school year may apply for
this program. A lottery process will be used to
determine the 30 ninth grade students who will
attend (from outside the Forestview attendance
area).
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iAccelerate Academy
@ Ashbrook High School

Health Sciences Academy
@ East Gaston High School

The iAccelerate Academy at Ashbrook High School
is an outstanding college prep program that gives
students an opportunity to enjoy all of the academic
and extracurricular opportunities provided by a
comprehensive high school while taking advantage of
college-level courses. Best of all, students can complete
courses to obtain college credit and even work toward
obtaining an associate degree.
iAccelerate makes it possible for students to be dually
enrolled at Gaston College, explore areas of interest, and
complete coursework in a blended format. The program
is designed to put students a step ahead of their peers as
they graduate from high school and head off to college.
Students who will be in the ninth grade for the 20212022 school year may apply for this program. A lottery
process will be used to determine the 125 students who
will attend (50 from inside the Ashbrook attendance area
and 75 from outside the Ashbrook attendance area).

The Health Sciences Academy @ East Gaston
High School (in partnership with CaroMont
Health and Gaston College) is designed to
provide students with the skills and knowledge
they need for a solid foundation for success in
the health services field.
Students have the opportunity to take classes
in the following areas: nurse aide, pharmacy
technician, animal medicine, health and fitness
science, medical assisting, and foundations of
healthcare. In addition to coursework, students
build connections to careers in health science
through work-based learning (internships),
collaboration with healthcare leaders, and health
industry certifications.
The program’s goal is to make it possible for
students to explore careers in the healthcare
field and participate in unique experiences as
they move on to college or the workforce after
graduation.
Students who will be in the ninth grade for
the 2021-2022 school year may apply for this
program. A lottery process will be used to
determine the 150 ninth grade students who
will attend (75 from inside the East Gaston
attendance area and 75 from outside the East
Gaston attendance area).

HAVE QUESTIONS?

If you have questions or need more
information, send us an e-mail at
schoolchoice@gaston.k12.nc.us or
call our Student Assignment Office
at (704) 810-7284.
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Highland School of Technology

Gaston Early College High School

Gaston County’s first magnet high school and a 2017
National Blue Ribbon School award winner, Highland
School of Technology is a world-class school that
prepares students for a world-class future.
Students complete courses in one of three academies:
Health Sciences; Business, Legal, and Information
Sciences; and Manufacturing/Engineering Technology
and Graphics. Students are challenged to think
critically so they are ready for success beyond
graduation in college, high-demand careers, and life.
Year after year, Highland receives recognition for
having one of the highest graduation rates and highest
student achievement rates in North Carolina. The
Charlotte Business Journal has ranked Highland as
first in the Charlotte region for “college and career
readiness” among students.
Students who will be in the ninth grade for the
2021-2022 school year may apply for this program.
A lottery process will be used to determine the 145
students who will attend Highland.

The Gaston Early College High School is an
innovative magnet school partnership with Gaston
College that offers rigorous academics, state-of-the-art
technology, small classes that foster group discussion
and interaction, enriching activities, and much more.
Students have an opportunity to receive a high
school diploma, complete college courses, and earn an
associate in arts, associate in science, and/or associate
in engineering degree. Although students attend
high school an extra year (grade 13) to allow for
completion of the college courses, they graduate with
an academic advantage over their peers. Without
question, the Early College is a unique high school
experience for students as they go to school on the
Gaston College campus in Dallas and learn what it is
like to be in a college environment.
Students who will be in the ninth grade for the
2021-2022 school year may apply for this program.
A lottery process will be used to determine the 54
students who will attend the Early College.
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Gaston Early College of
Medical Sciences (new)

Career Academy @ Hunter Huss
High School
The Career Academy @ Hunter Huss High School is an
outstanding program that provides coursework and handson training to prepare students for jobs in business, trade
and industry, food service, public safety, health science,
technology, and other areas. Students take classes in core
subject areas and career-oriented areas with opportunities
to earn industry-recognized certifications and college
credit through the Career and College Promise partnership
with Gaston College.
Students in the Career Academy at Hunter Huss have an
advantage over their peers as they gain academic credit,
career credentials, hands-on learning, and much more.
When they graduate, they are ready and prepared to go on
to college or join the local workforce.
Students from outside the Hunter Huss attendance area
who will be in the ninth grade for the 2021-2022 school
year may apply for this program. A lottery process will be
used to determine the 60 ninth grade students who will
attend (from outside the Hunter Huss attendance area).

14 | HIGH SCHOOLS

The Gaston Early College of Medical Sciences
(GECMS) is the newest school choice/magnet
program for Gaston County Schools. It will open
in August 2021 on the Gaston College campus
in Dallas. (The Gaston Early College of Medical
Sciences will operate as a separate school from
the Gaston Early College High School, which is
already located on the Gaston College campus.)
GECMS is an innovative, healthcare-focused
high school that is designed especially for students
interested in careers in the medical/healthcare
industry. The new school is a collaborative effort
among Gaston County Schools, Gaston College,
Belmont Abbey College, and CaroMont Health,
and it is intended to develop a future workforce
to meet the growing demand for healthcare
professionals in Gaston County.
Students will have an opportunity to earn a
high school diploma and an associate degree in
preparation for a career in the medical/healthcare
field. Programs/pathways include nursing,
health information technology, human services
technology, and pre-medicine/biotechnology
sciences. In addition to high school coursework,
students will participate in job shadowing
experiences and gain hands-on learning in
real-world settings through CaroMont Health,
conduct undergraduate research, and prepare
themselves for post-secondary education and/or
going directly into the workforce.
Further, students will take advantage of many
resources available through Gaston College
that will enhance their academic experience
and engage them in the college campus setting.
Students may choose to transfer to Belmont
Abbey College where they can obtain a bachelor’s
degree in biology, biochemistry, psychology,
social work, and related areas.
Students who will be in the ninth grade or tenth
grade for the 2021-2022 school year may apply
for this new program. A lottery process will be
used to determine the 80 ninth graders and the
80 tenth graders who will attend the Gaston Early
College of Medical Sciences.

More Information
• Parents may submit an application online:
www.gaston.k12.nc.us/schoolchoice.
• The deadline to submit an application is
Sunday, February 28 at 5:00 p.m.
• Entry into a school choice/magnet school
program typically happens at the kindergarten,
sixth grade, and ninth grade levels. A few
programs accept students at other grade levels
with limited seats available.

Gaston County Virtual Academy
The Gaston County Virtual Academy is a dynamic
online school that offers personalized learning and
schedule flexibility for students in all grade levels, K-12.
This program is ideal for students who are currently in a
homeschool setting – students may take courses through
the Virtual Academy for free while remaining as a
homeschool student.
The online classes are aligned with the North Carolina
Standard Course of Study and focus on English/language
arts, mathematics, science, and social studies. World
languages, elective, and Career and Technical Education
classes are available.
However, students do not navigate the online school
environment alone. Teachers are available to offer
guidance, help with lessons, have discussions, and provide
feedback on assignments. Further, students have the
opportunity to interact with other Virtual Academy
students through in-person enrichment activities.
NOTE: We realize that a number of students enrolled in
the Virtual Academy this year only because of concerns
related to the coronavirus pandemic. Applications are
being accepted right now for students wishing to be a part
of the Virtual Academy as it was intended prior to the
pandemic – to give students personalized learning online
with schedule flexibility. Should the pandemic persist
in the 2021-2022 academic year, we will give students an
option for virtual learning through their home school.

• Parents should apply for all programs that
interest their child. This is a good idea in case
their child does not get selected through the
lottery process for their first choice. If this
happens, parents can select one of their child’s
other choices.
• The lottery will be conducted on April 1 by a
third-party vendor. The lottery is a computerized
selection process that is conducted at random
to determine the students for each program.
An e-mail notification will be sent to students/
parents on April 2.
• Each school choice/magnet school program
has a waiting list. If a student/parent declines
a seat in a particular program, the waiting list is
used to offer the seat to another student.
• Students/parents must make a final decision
about their choice program by July 28.
• Our school choice/magnet school programs
are open to students who are enrolled in Gaston
County Schools as well as students who are
currently enrolled in a private school, charter
school, virtual school, or homeschool program.
• Our school choice/magnet school programs
are free – there is no tuition or attendance fee.
• If you have questions, send an e-mail to
schoolchoice@gaston.k12.nc.us or call our
Student Assignment Office, (704) 810-7284.
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Offering 21 dynamic programs
for students in 2021!
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