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College Board Advanced Placement courses provide college level studies for high school students who 
desire and are ready to do college level work. These students demonstrate a strong curiosity about the subject 
and a willingness to complete accelerated work. AP courses are taught using college level materials and 
strategies that will prepare students to take the College Board Advanced Placement Examinations in May. 
Because of the intensity of AP college classes, students should expect the pace and academic rigor of AP 
classes to be more stringent than regular classes at the same grade level. 

 Typically, successful AP students are task-oriented students as well as being proficient readers who 
are able to organize their time and who have supportive friends and family. Outside study time is generally at 
least one to two times the amount of time spent in class per week.  

I look forward to meeting you this coming academic year!  Please feel free to email me at the above 
address if you have any questions about the course or this assignment.  Please be sure to turn in your essay 
and Major Works Data Sheet on August 28, 2017 by 3:15 in hard copy form to me personally.  The essay will 
count as one 100 point grade and the MWDS will count as 100 point grade.  Both assignments will be in the 
quiz category. Failure to turn in assignments by the the deadline will result in a 10 point deduction per day. 
Additionally, be ready to take a quiz on each of the summer reading books on the first or second day of class.  

 
 
Summer Assignment 

- How to Read Literature Like a Professor by Thomas C. Foster (Yes, I understand that most of you 
have read this previously, but I hope that seniors have a different take away from this than 
sophomores.  It is in your BEST interest to re-read this “how to” guide and take notes over the concepts 
to successfully complete the summer assignment and to be discussion ready in class.) 

 
- Invisible Man by Ralph Ellison This novel tells the story of an African American man who explains 

what it’s like to become invisible due to his color.  Betrayed by those he trusts the most, he details life 
as a black man in the early twentieth century.  Our protagonist, who remains unnamed, explores many 
different ways African Americans organize to fight for equality.  Our “invisible man” deals with issues of 
individuality and how to develop one’s personal identity within a group.  As you read this novel, you 
should take note of the conventions Ellison uses from Foster’s book, How to Read Literature Like a 
Professor.  You will write an essay in which you discuss at least three of the conventions you noted and 
explain their significance to the piece. In other words, how do these conventions help Ellison achieve 
his purpose? Be certain to identify Ellison’s purpose within your essay. Please avoid summarizing, 
rather note the addition of meaning these conventions bring.  Your essay should be in MLA format and 
include any necessary citations.  Note that I have read this novel several times and am familiar with 
most online helps such as Sparknotes.  You should strive to be original in your observations and know 
that I appreciate honest, well supported observations rather than canned, obviously copied cliches. 
Please see this rubric for how this essay will be graded. 

 
- Additionally,  you will complete a Major Works Data Sheet to organize your thoughts about this Invisible 

Man and for later preparation for question three on the AP Literature exam which takes place on 
Wednesday, May 3 in the morning.  
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