
 

 

Welcome to AP United States History! 
www.tinyurl.com/mrsmammano 

Questions? Email Mrs. Mammano at mbmammano@gaston.k12.nc.us 

Congratulations on selecting APUSH as one of your courses of study for next year! 

This will be a challenging yet rewarding semester, so preparing early will be helpful. Listed on the following pages is your 
required summer assignment. The assignment will be collected on August 28th, 2017. If you are not in APUSH first 

semester, it is your responsibility to bring it to my room (301) or put it in my mailbox in the front office.  

 

Total points for 3-part summer assignment: 100 points / TEST grade. 

 

DO NOT leave this assignment to the last days of summer!  

Plan ahead so you will be sure to have the assignment completed.  

I look forward to seeing you in August. Until then, have a happy summer and enjoy diving into APUSH. 

Overview of Summer Assignment 

1. Reading: chapters 1 – 4 of textbook. Annotate chapters. (50 points) 
a. Be sure to check out a textbook from Mrs. Mammano before leaving for summer break. If you are 

entering this class after school adjourns, use the following links to access the first four chapters: 
 http://websites.nylearns.org/slocicero/2014/9/2/389661/page.aspx 

b. There will be a series of quizzes over chapters 1 – 4 during the first week of classes.  
2. AP United States expansion map (25 points) 
3. Getting familiar with the course (25 points) 
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Part 1: Reading and Annotating (50 points) 

Purpose:  Start the school year with a basic framework of the content we are going to cover at the start of the semester. 
There are 41 chapters in the textbook, covering 9 historical time periods, and we have less than 15 weeks to cover it all. 
Using the summer to get a jump start will make the reading load throughout the semester much lighter. In addition, it 
will provide you with the material you need to participate in activities the first week of class. 

Assignment: You will read the first 4 chapters of your textbook. The American Pageant, 16th Edition, by David M. 
Kennedy and Lizabeth Cohen. This will take you through exploration and colonization.  

For each chapter, you will annotate the pages. The purpose of annotation is to capture your thoughts as you interact 
with history. Record your notes / thoughts on post-it notes and place them in your textbook as you read. As you return 
to your book to study, you should just need to read over your own notes. The number of annotations per page will vary, 
based on the content and how familiar you are with it.  

                                 

NOTE: Some students choose to annotate in a notebook, rather than directly in their text. If you choose to do this, you 
must set your notes up as shown above. You MUST have the correct page number next to the corresponding notes and 
they must be hand – written. DO NOT TYPE YOUR NOTES. 

What do I write as I annotate? 

*Summarize important ideas in your own words.  

*Add examples from real life, other books, TV, movies, and so forth.  

*Define words that are new to you.  

*Mark passages that you find confusing with a ???  

*Write questions that you might have for later discussion in class.  

*Comment on the actions or development of historical events / figures.  

*Comment on things that intrigue, impress, surprise, disturb, etc.  

*Feel free to draw picture when a visual connection is appropriate  

*Explain the historical context or traditions/social customs associated with the content. 

* As you get further into the course, you can begin using the HIPPO technique. 

For each chapter, make a “cheat sheet” on a standard 3X5 notecard (you can use front and back). These are not 



graded, but you may use the card on the chapter quiz, which will be the first week of classes.  

Part II: United States Geographical History (25 points) 

Purpose: It is very important to understand the geographical conditions of the history we will be studying. A thorough 
review of U.S. political and physical geography will prepare you and give you a greater understanding of the context of 
historical development.  

Assignment: Using an atlas or online resources, do the following to the blank U.S. map:  

● Label all 50 states 
● Label the following geographical features:  

o Mountain ranges: Appalachian, Rocky, Sierra Nevada, Cascade 
o Bodies of Water: Atlantic Ocean, Pacific Ocean, Gulf of Mexico, Mississippi River, Hudson River, Great 

Lakes (name each of them), Great Salt Lake 
● Outline and lightly shade the original 13 colonies area in BLUE. 
● Outline and lightly shade the territory gained by the Adams-Onis Treaty in PINK. 
● Outline and lightly shade the Louisiana Purchase in GREEN. 
● Outline and lightly shade the Independent Republic of Texas in YELLOW. 
● Outline and lightly shade the Oregon Territory in BROWN. 
● Outline and lightly shade the territory acquired in the Mexican Cession of 1848 in RED. 
● Outline and lightly shade the Gadsden Purchase in PURPLE. 
● Created a color-coded key for the shaded areas. 

 

Part III: Getting Familiar with the Course (25 points) 

Purpose: Prior to the start of the course, it is important to know what you working towards. Becoming familiar with the 
course objectives and goals will allow you to prepare for the College Board exam in May.  

Start at: https://secure-media.collegeboard.org/digitalServices/pdf/ap/ap-us-history-course-and-exam-description.pdf 

The link will take you the APUSH course information book. Use the table of contents to help you answer the following: 

1. List the course themes (Thematic Learning Objectives). 
2. List the 9 historical periods. 

a. What dates begin and end each period? 
b. What events do you THINK surround each period? In other words, why do you think each period starts 

when it does and ends when it does? 
3. What percentage of the test is comprised of each time period?  

a. List the period and the percent associated with it. 
4. List the Historical Thinking Skills. 
5. How long is the APUSH exam? 
6. What are the four parts of the exam? How many questions are in each part? AND how much time is allotted for 

each? 
7. Is one part of the test more important than the others? List them in order of importance.  
8. Describe each essay. 
9. Predict the future: Which part of the exam do you anticipate will be the easiest for you? Why? Which do you 

anticipate will be the hardest? Why? 
10. What are your goals for APUSH? How will you accomplish them? 
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